
CALLED TO BE 
WITNESSES

Our mission team is back with lots of 
heartwarming and inspiring stories to tell. 
Their recent trip to Spain was filled with 
activity, excitement, and the presence of 
God. Each day brought new challenges and 
new joys, as the team developed relationships 
with the school children, the music camp 
participants, and with the staff of our partner 
church. Each morning, the team broke into 
six groups and reinforced the children’s 
English skills through craftwork, recreation, 
and Bible stories, which means the Gospel 
was presented to over 150 kids aged 3-14. 
Some of the children in attendance were just 
visiting from as far away as Russia, Germany, 
and England. 
Music Camp was held each afternoon, 
where team members worked closely with 
individual children who learned to play 
musical instruments. Everyone had fun 
learning new songs and actually making 
their own instruments: one from PVC pipe 
and another from water bottles. James and 
the choir members who made the trip used 
the universal language of music to connect 
with the children in Spain in a powerful way.
In addition to working with the children, 
choir members had the opportunity to sing 
with Denia’s choir at the Sunday worship 

service, and Pastor Josh preached the sermon. Other high points of the trip 
included a tour of an ancient castle, lots of delicious Spanish food, and a 4th 
of July celebration, complete with hamburgers, hot dogs, and even sparklers! 
It was a productive, worthwhile, and exhausting trip. Now that the team has 
recovered, they will readily admit that it was well worth the 30 hours it took 
to get to Denia in order to be a part of the second Columbus Mission Trip to 
Spain and to answer God’s call to be witnesses all over the world.

“...And you will be my witnesses... to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8

CALLED TO LOVE 
OUR NEIGHBORS IN JULY 

It’s unanimous! Everyone loves “Neighbors in July”. During the week of July 
11-15th,  25 volunteers made sure that this year’s program was a huge success, 
as 50 participants from at least eight countries created bracelets and bags, 
cooked up some delicious food, and learned about Jesus. The program is 
an extension of Columbus’ Neighbors International, which welcomes any 
foreign-born person who wants to meet people and learn English or any of 
the various other skills taught by the program’s volunteers.
This year’s theme was “Seeing the Truth Below the Surface”, and favorite 
activities included baking coffee cake (and eating it!) and participating in 
Bible Study. New to the program were two women from Asian countries who 
said they could hardly wait to start similar Bible studies when they return to 
their own countries. 
What a wonderful way 
to make disciples who 
make disciples, and what 
a wonderful way for our 
church to love like Christ. 
Thanks to all who made 
Neighbors in July one of the 
highlights of the summer - 
for Columbus and for 50 of 
our “neighbors.”

“For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command:
Love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:14

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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CALLED TO TRANSFORM LIVES
Graduation is always exciting, but the beginning of a new school year and the 
great potential it holds can be just as exciting! So it is with Christian Women’s 
Job Corps. Recent graduates have taken their new-found knowledge and 
skills back to home and family, into the workforce, and into a new chapter of 
their lives. A new group of students will start Fall classes on August 22.

CWJC is one of the local 
missions supported by 
Columbus Avenue Baptist 
Church. Their 14-week 
program offers a host 
of free classes (taught 
by volunteer teachers), 
including Communications, 
Computers, Personal 

Development, and Bible classes. The program is transformational and touches 
families and futures in a unique way. Designed to meet the needs of women 
of all ages who want to become wage-earners, the program offers a Career 
Track for those who completed high school, and GED classes for those who 
didn’t. They also provide evening classes, as well as classes in the county jail.
CWJC is a Christ-centered ministry and operates under the premise that 
worthwhile change must include spiritual growth. Their Bible classes are 
mandatory for all students and are focused on developing an intimate 
relationship with Christ.
Christian Women’s Job Corps relies on donated funds and will have its annual 
fundraiser - Baskets of Hope and Silent Auction on October 4th. To sponsor 
a table or donate a basket for the auction, go to cwjcwaco.org.
CWJC utilizes volunteers in several ways: groups may sign up to provide 
lunch to participants as they go through the program; individuals may 
become a “Journey Partner” to act as an encourager to a student who is going 
through the program; and, from time to time, extra help might be needed in 
the office. If you are interested in giving of your time and talent, or for more 
information about Christian Women’s Job Corps, check out their website at 
cwjcwaco.org.
 

“...Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Romans 12:2

CALLED TO GIVE THE GIFT OF HOPE 
Ted was in a Russian orphanage from age 3. He felt unloved and unwanted. 
He recalls that he “didn’t 
know any God, and if there 
was a god, he would not 
care about me.” But his life 
was changed. “The seed of 
hope was born in me the 
day the shoebox came, and 
I was determined to find out 
about the One who loved 
me so much.” Ted says that 

his life was transformed when he came to 
understand that the hope he found in that 
shoebox was “defined in Christ.” 
Along with shoeboxes filled with simple gifts, 
Operation Christmas Child delivers the gift 
of hope to children all over the world. Every 
child who receives a box feels the love of 
Christ and hears the Gospel of Christ. 
Please plan to pick up a shoebox in 
September, fill it, and return it - all right 
here at Columbus Avenue Baptist Church, 
and you, too, can give “the seed of hope” to a 
child like Ted. Or, you can fill several boxes.... 
You could even get started right now! For 
more information go to samaritanspurse.org.
 

“I know that The Lord secures justice 
for the poor and upholds the cause of 

the needy.” Psalm 140:12

DON’T MISS OUT:
September 8  – Neighbors International  
 Welcome and Registration
September – Operation Christmas Child  
 Box Collection

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College & Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions


