
CALLED TO GO
The old saying goes something like this: 
“God doesn’t call those who are equipped; 
He equips those who are called.” Others say 
that He calls those who are “willing.” Praise 
be to God for those who are willing to leave 
home and family and travel to remote places 
in order to be a part of what God wants to 
accomplish there. 
Please pray for the Columbus mission team, 
who will be in Spain July 1-9. They will 
be conducting music camps for children 
in Denia, in connection with our partner 
church there. The team will also minister 
to needy people in the area, as they seek to 
“spread the Gospel to the ends of the earth.” 
Pastor Josh and other staff members will serve 
alongside Columbus church members. After 
their return, we will all be blessed to hear the 
details of their mission and the great things 
that God accomplished through them.

“”Whom shall I send?’.... 
And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” 

Isaiah 6:8

CALLED TO WELCOME 
HIS CHILDREN

They are here! The five students visiting from 
Spain landed in Dallas on June 11th, and 
now they are “at home” in Waco. (A special 
thanks to all of the host families, who have 
generously welcomed these kids into their 
homes.)
Sergio, Natalia, Daniel, Julia, and Joel have 
traveled to Texas from Denia and Barcelona, 
in order to experience American culture first-
hand. They have the unique opportunity to 
live with Columbus Avenue church members 

for a month, and, although they left family and friends behind, they are 
forming deep ties with new “family and friends.”
The students went on the Youth Mission Trip, where they worked alongside 
Columbus youth in Birmingham, Alabama.   The students have already 
been treated to a couple of 
whole-group activities, such 
as a hamburger supper and 
a day of swimming.  Some 
of the students will be 
traveling in Texas with their 
host families.  If you see any 
of our visitors from Spain, 
please stop and say “Hello” 
- or “Hola.”

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children
in my name, welcomes me....” Mark 9:37

CALLED TO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
This year Columbus needs to think outside the box - “SHOE-box,” that is! 
Operation Christmas Child is coming early to our church. We will collect 
your boxes in September (two months earlier than normal), but it’s never 
too early to start filling them.  We are asking everyone to “think outside 
the box.”   We all know that we can fill a shoebox with small toys and hard 
candy; but did you know that soap, toothpaste, and school supplies are also 
welcome gifts?  Older boys are excited to get small tools, and older girls love 
getting sewing supplies. There is no limit to the number of boxes you can 
give.  Columbus has set a goal of at least 1,000 boxes.  
Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, “ministers to 
children in war-torn and famine-stricken countries.” For over 20 years, 

shoeboxes filled with love 
and tiny treasures, have been 
taken to needy children in 
over 130 countries. Their 
lives are changed not only 
by the gifts they receive, but 
by the message of Christ 
delivered with every box.  A 
large number of boxes filled 
from Columbus means a 

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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large number of children are taught the gospel.  
You can check online at samaritanpurse.org for more information about 
filling your shoeboxes. Whatever you choose to put in your boxes, remember 
to fill them with love.
 

“All over the world this gospel is producing fruit and growing....” 
Colossians 1:6

THE CALL TO CHERISH LIFE
Care Net has a new building! Their new facility at 800 West Waco Drive 
responds to the long-standing need for shelter for pregnant women who 
might have no other viable option. “The Grand Opening was May 10th, and 
on May 12th we received our first Mom and her two children to stay in the 
Guest House,” said Isabel King, Community Outreach Coordinator. “We 
currently have two pregnant moms living in the new facility.” 
Any small groups interested in taking a tour of the new facility or interested 
in volunteering can call 254-772-8270 or email Stella@pregnancycare.org or 
Isabel@pregnancycare.org.

Also, SAVE THE DATE for Care Net’s 
Celebrate Life Banquet.  It will be held 
Tuesday, September 20th, at 6pm with 
Guest Speaker Matt Chandler.
Columbus Avenue Baptist Church is a long-
time supporter of Care Net of Central Texas 
and their commitment to care for pregnant 
women and their unborn children, as well as 
newborns and various women’s health issues. 
They value all human life as a gift from God.

 
“The Spirit of God has made me, 
and the breath of the Almighty 

gives me life.”   - Job 33:4

CALLED TO BE PEOPLE AVAILABLE TO 
HELP WITH ASSISTING YOU

Do you want to know about a great program at Columbus Avenue that serves 
as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ? Let me tell you about PATHWAY 
Ministries.  Formed in September of 1996, Pathway is a program at Columbus 
that provides “short-term emergency help for people in need of assistance,” to 
pay their utility bills and feed their families.  Another aspect of this program 
is that it provides snack sacks to the homeless.
How does it all work?  Potential clients call the church office on the second 
Monday of each month, to express their needs.  In the evening at 6:00 PM 
nine eligible persons meet with counselors at the church, and an assessment 
is made.  In regard to utility help, up to $75.00 may be paid directly to the 
utility company.  
What about help with food?  The process for evaluation is the same.  After 
eligibility is determined, 12 families may pick up a nutritious food selection 

at the church on the second Tuesday of each 
month. Food and utility help can be provided 
up to three times per year over a maximum 
period of two years.

 What are “snack sacks?”  Each 
month 120 snack sacks are prepared for 
the homeless.  Sacks contain peanut butter 
crackers and other snacks. This program is 
coordinated through the Meyer Center, 
where the snack sacks are delivered.
Want to help with this great ministry, either 
with your time, talents, or treasures?  The 
person to contact is Nancy Harlan: 254-772-
4759.  Many people are needed to keep this 
program going, so get involved.  It will be 
good for the people you help, and it will be 
great for you.
 

“Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests 

of others.” Philippians 2:4

DON’T MISS OUT:
July 1-9 – Columbus In Spain 2 
     (Our second mission trip to Denia and Bellreguard)
July 11-15 – Neighbors in July
      9:00 AM - Noon

This Summer: Volunteer Opportunities with 
Mission Waco - Call 254-753-4900 or visit 
their website at missionwaco.org.

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College & Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions


