
CALLED TO JOIN GOD 
IN HIS MISSION

“We need an International focus, as well as 
a national and local focus for direct, hands-
on missions.” These were welcome words 
when Pastor Josh addressed The Columbus 
Avenue Missions Committee approximately 
two years ago. With new life breathed into 
it, the Missions Committee set out to find 
an international focus - wherever God 
might lead our church to join Him in HIS 
MISSION. After much thought, prayer, 
and discussion, we were led to Spain, where 
we have formed a five-year partnership and 
where we’ve already sent one short-term 
mission team and plan to send another in 
July. 

Our next task is to find a national focus. We 
don’t have to look very far to see potential 
mission fields teeming with needs. One of 
the most obvious is along the Texas-Mexico 
border, where the poverty rate in some areas 
is triple the national average; sub-standard 
living conditions are common; and people 
are desperate for the hope of Jesus Christ. 
The BGCT offers mission partnerships 
along the border, promoting “intentional 
evangelism, leadership training, and church 
planting.” Buckner International also 
has mission opportunities on the border, 
involving evangelism, house-building, and 
putting new shoes on the feet of some of the 
poorest and most vulnerable people in our 
country. The committee will explore other 
viable options, as well.

In the book, Thirty Days and Ways to 
Missions, Dr. Josue Valerio reminds us that 
it is the great privilege (and responsibility) of 
the church to help fulfill GOD’S MISSION 

- to “redeem and 
restore the world 
to Himself.”  It 
might not be easy 
to go beyond the 
church walls, but 
it IS mandatory. 
As the body of 
Christ, we are 
called to “missional 
practices - serving 
and  sharing the 
Gospel” - in our 

neighborhood and throughout the world. Please be in prayer for the Missions 
Committee as we seek God’s will in choosing a National mission focus for 
Columbus Avenue.

 “...And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8b

CALLED TO LEAD 
You know he can preach an awesome sermon; you know he’s our College 
Minister; and you probably know that he has a wife and two adorable little 
ones.  But, what you might not know is that Tim Stary is now the Columbus 
Avenue Minister of Missions. Yes, we finally have a Missions Minister (and 
an indispensable associate: Andrew Bowles). Praise The Lord! No, the new 
title doesn’t come with a lot of accolades or a big pay raise.... It comes with 
more work and responsibility and demands on his time. Seeing Tim juggle his 
roles, and wondering how in the world he manages to do it all, I’m reminded 
that it is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that he (or any of us) 
can possibly accomplish God’s purpose, HIS MISSION. I’m reminded that 
Tim and Josh and all the staff and leaders in our church need our prayers - to 
remain strong physically, emotionally, and spiritually. And they need God’s 
direction in order to lead our church to go where He wants us to go, to do 
what He wants us to do, and to become what He wants us to be. They need 
God’s power to do God’s work... as we all do.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you....”
Acts 1:8a

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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ANOTHER WAY TO MINISTER TO SPAIN
Missions start at home.  Columbus Avenue members will have the opportunity 
for the second year to bring Spanish students into their homes for a month. 

Five Spanish students will travel to Waco June 11, departing July 16.   (This 
schedule could vary slightly).  Columbus Avenue member homes are needed 
to host two boys and two girls.  The students will attend youth camp, 
youth mission trip and will work Vacation Bible School.  Other activities 
will be planned for the students.  It is important that the students live with 
families with youth and/or college students.   Since some of these students 
might not be believers, we want the students to learn more about Jesus, 
learn English and understand our culture.  Please contact Taylor Starr  
(missions@cabcwaco.org) to offer your home.  This is an excellent opportunity 
to minister to our Spanish friends.  

DON’T MISS OUT:
May 1 - 1st Sunday ACTS
May 5 - Christian Women’s Job Corps 
  graduation (cwjcwaco.org)
May 5 - Kids Hope Prayer Time for 
  STAR testing - 5:00-6:00 PM 
  (In the Fireside Room)
May 6 - Kids Hope Prayer Time for 
  STAR testing - 12:00-1:00 PM 
  (In the Fireside Room)
May 12 - Last day of the year for Neighbors 
    International’s Thursday classes. 

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College & Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions

Julia
• 15 years old
• Loves food, especially desserts!
• Likes to draw, sing, play the guitar, and play basketball
• This will be her first trip to the U.S.

Sergio
• 14 years old
• Favorite food: All kinds of meats
• Least favorite: Foods that are too spicy
• Likes to play basketball and watch MBA games
• This will be his first trip to the U.S.

Joel
• 15 years old
• Favorite food: Pasta
• Least favorite food: Tomatoes
• Likes to play football
• This will be his first trip to the U.S.

Natalia
• 16 years old
• Favorite food: Pizza and pasta
• Least favorite food: Fish
• Likes to read, listen to music, play basketball, dance, & travel
• She has been to St. Louis, but this will be her first trip to Texas

Wouldn’t you like to open your home to one (or two) of 
these precious kids, so they can experience life in Texas 
and learn more about Christ? Please contact Taylor Starr 

at missions@cabcwaco.org for more information.


