
CALLED TO GO
“We need the witness of Christians of other 
cultures to correct our culturally conditioned 
understanding of Scripture” (Lesslie 
Newbigin, The Open Secret). This statement 
nearly epitomized our recent trip to Dénia, 
Spain, from March 4-12. As 27 Columbus 
Avenuemembers, including 10 college 
students, traveled to Spain, our hearts and 
lives were transformed by the relationships 
formed, classrooms taught, and culture 
experienced. We were privileged to take part 
in the various ministries of Iglesia Evangélica 
Bautista la Trinidad de Dénia (“IEB Dénia”) 
in church services, their daily meal for the 
homeless of Dénia, the classrooms of Alfa 
& Omega School, mid-week Bible studies 
in Dénia and Bellreguard, and working in 
the prayer garden. We were also able to be 
immersed in the Spanish culture as we prayed 
over a city that may serve as a potential 
church plant for IEB Dénia, met with the 
Mayors of Dénia and Bellreguard, and were 
shown many historical sites in Dénia and 
Valencia.

We may never know the fullness of 
transformation in the lives of those in Spain 
because of our time in Spain, but we do know 
that 27 Columbus Avenue members’ lives 
were changed because of our time in Spain. 
While each person on our team may have a 

different memory stick out 
from our week, there is one 
theme that ran throughout 
our week that sticks out like 
a gold thread:

We are all worshipping the 
same God, our Creator, 
all over the world. Over 
the course of the week, we 
interacted with Spaniards, 
Germans, Britons, Hungarians, Dutch, Russians, and many other nationalities. 
Many of these were in Sunday morning’s worship service at IEB Dénia, were 
a part of the IEB Dénia volunteer program, as well as having children in 
Alfa & Omega. The week that we were there, IEB Dénia was observing the 
Lord’s Supper. Jorge Pastor requested 2 members of our team to assist in the 
distribution of the elements. 

With the Lord’s Supper, we, as Christians, meet together at the table of Christ 
to acknowledge that we are all sinners, and have no life apart from the grace 
and mercy of Jesus Christ. But because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

as we recently celebrated on Easter Sunday, we 
all have life in Him. Around the world, we are 
all a part of the grand banquet that the Lord 
has provided for us, regardless of our race, 
gender, or socio-economic status. Our church 
partnership is specifically with IEB Dénia, but 
through our partnership, we are joining with 

Christians around the world to proclaim the love, grace, goodness, and mercy 
of Jesus.

At the end of the week, we planted a new olive tree in the prayer garden, in 
a section designated by IEB Dénia for Columbus Avenue. We reflected on 
Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3, as he says, “I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth…For we are God’s fellow workers. You 
are God’s field, God’s building.” We are grateful for our week in Spain and 
have been blessed by our time of mutual transformation. We are trusting in 
the Holy Spirit for continued growth and transformation over the coming 
months and years of our partnership.

 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations....” 
Matthew 28:19

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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CALLED TO LEAD OTHERS TO CHRIST
Kids, kids, and more kids!  At the recent Columbus Avenue Easter Event, the 
Skate Park was inundated with kids of all ages. Running, jumping, squealing, 

and laughing, until a 
momentary hush fell on the 
crowd as Pastor Josh told the 
story of Easter and explained 
its significance. Then came 
the much-anticipated word 
from Tim that signaled the 
start of the Easter Egg Hunt. 
The “hunt” was actually 
more like a race. Those kids 

scattered like ants, and, literally thousands of eggs disappeared into baskets 
and bags. Then, as suddenly as it started, it was over. But the smiles and giggles 
lasted the rest of the evening while kids jumped on inflatables, delighted in 
face painting, and gobbled 
up over 600 hot dogs!

Of course, parents were a 
part of the festivities as well; 
so they heard about Jesus, 
too, and each received a 
special invitation to attend 
the Columbus Easter 
Service.

Through all the noise and chaos, the discerning eye could see the hand of God 
touching all in attendance. What a great mission and a great prelude to the 
celebration of Easter. 

Thank you for volunteering!

He is risen!    He is risen indeed!    Hallelujah!

ANOTHER WAY TO 
MINISTER TO SPAIN

Missions start at home.  Columbus Avenue 
members will have the opportunity for the 
second year to bring Spanish students into 
their homes for a month. 

Six Spanish students will travel to Waco 
June 11, departing July 16.   (This schedule 
could vary slightly).  Columbus Avenue 
member homes are needed to host the 
four boys and two girls.  The students will 
attend youth camp, youth mission trip and 
will work Vacation Bible School.  Other 
activities will be planned for the students.  
It is important that the students live with 
families with youth and/or college students.   
Since some of these students might not be 
believers, we want the students to learn more 
about Jesus, learn English and understand 
our culture.  Please contact Taylor Starr  
(missions@cabcwaco.org) to offer your 
home.  This is an excellent opportunity to 
minister to our Spanish friends.  

  

DON’T MISS OUT:
April 10 - International Sunday
April 30 - The Human Race at Indian 
     Spring Park (A Care Net Event)
April 30 - Race One  (Mission Waco -  
      missionwaco.org/raceone)
May 5 - Christian Women’s Job Corps 
  graduation (cwjcwaco.org )

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College & Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions


