
THE CALL TO GO
In response to the heart of our church (as 
revealed in past Listening Sessions), the 
Columbus Avenue Missions Committee 
made it a priority to find ways to answer 
Jesus’ call to be witnesses - locally, nationally, 
and “to the ends of the earth.” But, with so 
many needs around the world, it seemed an 
arduous task to choose a place, or a people 
group to reach out to. After much prayer 
and discussion, we believe God led us to His 
choice for Columbus. Denia is a small town 
near Valencia, Spain, where we can build 
relationships and have a positive impact in 
the name of Christ.

“...And you will be my witnesses... 
to the ends of the Earth.” 

Acts 1:8

DON’T MISS OUT: 
March 4-12 - First Spain Mission Trip
March 20 - International Sunday
March 23 - Community Wide 
        Easter Egg Hunt
March 27 - Easter Morning Service

THE CALL TO SPAIN    
We are excited about Columbus Avenue's new partnership with Trinidad 
Baptist Church (TBC) in Denia, Spain. The seed was first planted when Josue 
Calero was the Pastor of our Spanish-speaking church. He spoke to the missions 
committee about the needs in and around his hometown, where many have 
become disillusioned or indifferent about faith. After leaving Waco, Josue 
returned to Denia, where he is 
now helping his father pastor 
the church, and is overseeing a 
church plant in Bellreguard, a 
nearby village. A vision team, 
comprised of church members, 
leaders, and staff, traveled to 
Denia in May 2015. After 
touring the area and meeting 
with church leaders, they came 
home convinced of God’s hand 
in this new relationship.  

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations....” 
Matthew 28:19

Our Commitment:
We are thrilled with our 5-year commitment with TBC. A covenant agreement 
was made with them, and was sanctioned by Columbus Avenue members in 
a church vote. The agreement states that “TBC and Columbus Avenue are 
joining together to see the Gospel go forward in Spain and America....” The 
entire agreement is posted on the church website at cabcwaco.org. Click on 
“Missions”, then “Spain Covenant”. A new Strategic Planning Team is in 
place to oversee the partnership and to collaborate with Denia’s planning 
team to ensure that mission trips are well-organized, safe and mutually 
transformational.

Our Plans:
Our first mission trip in 2016 is set for March 4-12. We will be taking a 
group of 27, including college students and adults. Each day will be filled 
with exciting ways to interact with the people of Spain - to share the love and 
word of Christ. Our short-term missionaries will participate in activities with 
students, foster relationships with city officials, and minister in impoverished 
neighborhoods.

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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Our second mission trip will be July 1-9 and will 
include music camps for youngsters in Denia, as well as VBS 
in Bellreguard. Around 30 Columbus Avenue members have 
committed to traveling to Denia this summer. 

Sunday School Departments: You will have the 
opportunity to partner with mission trip participants when 
they visit your class during the next few weeks. They will be 
asking for your support by way of scholarships and prayer. 
Please make them feel welcome!  

HOW WILL YOU ANSWER  
THE CALL?

GO: Plan to go on one of the upcoming mission trips.
PRAY: Pray for each mission trip, each person going, and for 
our partner church in Spain.
SUPPORT: Support trip-goers with sponsorships.
SPREAD THE WORD: Let's make sure everyone at 
Columbus knows what's happening!
GET EXCITED: Let's follow Paul's advice to "Keep your 
spiritual fervor" and embrace this new and exciting chapter 
in the life of our church!
HOST: Columbus will be hosting 5 students this summer 
from June 15-July 15. Host homes are needed. Please email 
us if you are interested in this awesome opportunity.

 “Here am I, Lord, send me.”  
– Isaiah 6:8

THE CALL TO GIVE
THANK YOU for your generous donations to this year’s 
Giving Trees. The Missions Committee set up two trees, 
covered in red, green, and yellow tags - each tag representing 
a much-needed item for a partner mission or ministry. 
We collected over 14 boxes of diapers, 47 bottles, and 22 
baby blankets for CareNet; 32 backpacks, 63 books, and 
lots of pencils, crayons, and markers for the school at our 
partner church in Denia, Spain. We also received monetary 
donations to help sponsor mission trips to Spain, contribute 
to Christmas parties at Brook Avenue, and to purchase books 
for Neighbors International. We hope to make the Giving 
Trees a Christmas tradition at Columbus.

THE CALL TO LOVE OUR 
NEIGHBORS

Now in its 46th year at Columbus Avenue, Neighbors 
International currently serves 175 adults from over 27 
countries. Every Thursday morning, classrooms come alive 
as volunteers teach a myriad of classes, including English, 

citizenship, sewing, and painting - just to name a few. New 
Neighbors are welcomed into the program throughout the year 
and are placed in appropriate classes - completely free of charge. 
Each morning begins with prayer and a short Bible lesson. 
Two Neighbors have been baptized in the past two months. 
Over the years, many have come to know Christ, and The 
Gospel continues to be spread to the “ends of the earth” as a 
result. If you would like to be a part of this amazing mission, 
contact director, Carolyn Dodson at cdodson@grandecom.net  
or stop by Fellowship Hall, Thursday morning at 9:00, to 
meet our Neighbors in person. 

“For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 
command: Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

– Galatians 5:14

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College and Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions


