
THE CALL TO FOREIGN 
MISSION FIELDS

The tickets are bought; the itinerary is set; 
the excitement is building! It’s almost time 
for Columbus Avenue’s second short-term 
mission trip to Spain (July 1-9). The team of 
32 (Columbus staff and church members) will 
conduct morning VBS activities, followed by 
afternoon music camps for children of Denia. 
The team will also be helping to feed needy 
residents in the neighborhoods surrounding 
the church. 
Many Columbus Avenue Choir members 
will be making the trip and are scheduled 
to give a concert in Bellreguard and to sing 
at the worship service in Denia on Sunday. 
Trip-goers will have plenty of opportunities 
to share Christ - through both words and 
actions. 

Team members for the July trip have met 
and trained together in order to learn more 
about the Spanish culture and what to expect 
on this mission trip, as well as how to witness 
to people in various circumstances. They will 
also get a chance to sample a few Spanish 
dishes at a dinner, which will also give them 
the opportunity to get to know each other 
and bond as a team. The group will be ready 
for the challenges ahead, and they look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for 
them in Spain.

Pastor Josh will be among the July trip-goers, as he makes his first-ever trip 
to Spain. He will be meeting with the pastors of our partner churches and 
participating in as many activities as possible. His presence will be expressive 
of our commitment to Spain and to missions. We are grateful for Pastor Josh 
and each member of the team for their sacrifice of time and their willingness 
to help build relationships and deepen connections in the mission field where 
God has called our church.
As we seek to join God in HIS MISSION, please remember to pray before 
and during this mission trip - for safety, transformation, conversions, and for 
God’s power, strength, and glory!

 “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His 

harvest field.” Luke 10:2

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Christmas is coming early this year? Well, maybe not, but Operation 
Christmas Child is coming early - at Columbus Avenue! Beginning this year, 
we will collect “shoeboxes” in the Fall, so start filling your boxes early! Each 
box will be sent to a child in another country - a child who might not have 
ever received a gift, a child who might not know the love of Christ, a child 
whose life might be changed because YOU filled a box! For more information, 
go to How to Pack a Shoebox at samaritanspurse.org.

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; Their 
righteousness endures forever.” Psalm 112:9

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   – John 20:21
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Answering the Call



CALLED TO BE THE HANDS 
AND FEET OF CHRIST

Whether it’s feeding the homeless, putting 
shoes on orphaned children, or swinging 
a hammer on a Habitat house, the Seekers 
Sunday School Class is answering the call 
to serve... TOGETHER. Ask them their 
favorite project, and some might say Shoes 
for Orphan Souls, a yearly activity for the 
past four years. A Ministry of Buckner 
International, Shoes for Orphan Souls 
collects new shoes and ships them to children 
all over the world. “It’s hard to imagine that 
there are kids who don’t have decent shoes; 
and it’s heartbreaking that there are children 

who are not allowed to go to school because they don’t have shoes.” 
 Last year three members of the Seekers class went on a Buckner Shoe 
trip to deliver shoes in Dominican Republic, and the year before, those same 
three went to Peru. ‘Both trips were amazing! The best part is seeing their 
little faces light up when we put their new shoes on their feet. But it’s not just 
the shoes....The kids were ecstatic that we were there to spend a few precious 
hours with them, telling them a Bible story, working on crafts, and playing 
games.” 
 This year the class collected 129 pairs of new athletic shoes during 
their month-long shoe drive, which ended in May. After collection time, the 
shoes are boxed up and taken to Buckner’s Warehouse in Dallas. “We feel like 
we’re making a difference in the world - one ‘sole’ at a time.”
 Another favorite mission of this class is the bi-monthly homeless 
dinner, which the class has been providing for 6 years. The meals are freshly 
cooked at First Lutheran Church and served to between 40 and 80 people 
after a short devotional and prayer. “We show the love of Christ and share His 
word. And we try to make everyone feel welcome and valued.” 
 The Seekers class is also instrumental in running the Kids Hope 
Backpack Program, which supplies nutritional food to children every weekend. 
Each Thursday, a group from the Seekers’ class fills and delivers bags of food 
to Brook Avenue Elementary. Then the food is sent home with (currently) 
27 students who are “food insecure” and might not otherwise have enough 
food for the weekend. This is a Columbus Avenue ministry, funded entirely 
by donations. The Backpack Program was started over six years ago because a 
few members of our church 
saw a need and believed 
that “no child should ever 
go hungry, especially in our 
own backyard!”
 One of this class’ 
newest mission efforts is 
making “homeless kits.” 
They fill large Zip-Lock bags 
with little essential items, 

like bottled water, peanut butter crackers, 
Band-AIDS, socks, and a small copy of the 
Book of John. Then, they keep a bag in their 
car and give it to anyone they see who might 
need it. “It’s amazing how grateful people 
are to get one of these little bags of stuff that 
most of us take for granted every day. One 
man just plopped down on the ground to 
put on his new socks. He was so happy!”
 The Seekers class also serves regularly 
with other local and Columbus ministries, 
such as Habitat for Humanity, Compassion 
Ministries, and Neighbors International. 
There are people all over the world struggling 
just to survive - some are in third world 
countries, and some are right here in Waco. 
We can all do something to help meet those 
needs. “We believe we are all called to be the 
‘hands and feet of Christ’ and that serving 
together draws us closer to each other and 
closer to God.”
 
“For we are God’s handiwork, created 

in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Ephesians 2:10

DON’T MISS OUT:
July 1-9 – Columbus In Spain 2 
     (Our second mission trip to Denia and Bellreguard)
July 11-15 – Neighbors in July
      9:00 AM - Noon

This Summer: Volunteer Opportunities with 
Mission Waco - Call 254-753-4900 or visit 
their website at missionwaco.org.

CONTACT US 
(254) 752-1655

missions@cabcwaco.org 

Tim Stary - Minister of College & Missions
Jan Herrstrom - Missions Team Leader
Andrew Bowles - Missions Associate

For more info or to get involved with missions visit cabcwaco.org/missions


